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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Greetings,  It's difficult to believe that 
December is nearly upon us. But the new 
month brings with it the annual Wigilia 
dinner which will be on 10 December. I 
hope you can attend. 
 
January looks to be a busy month. The big 
event is the PHCWI's Annual Meeting 
which is set for 29 January at the WI Com-
munity Bank's Community Room. Everyone 
is encouraged to attend for a review of the 
club's accomplishments for 2011, a look at 
what lies ahead in 2012, and the election of 
club officers.  
 
Also in January is, to the best of my 
knowledge, a first for the PHCWI:  a club-
sponsored screening of a movie. Tony and 
Janina's American Wedding will be shown 
on the 21st at the Capital Lakes Retirement 
Community at 7PM. "This film follows a 
Polish American family through the red tape 
of the current U.S. immigration system, 
telling the untold human rights story of post-
9/11 that every undocumented immigrant in 
America faces today."  If anyone has 
immigration experiences they'd like to share 
that night, or perhaps know of someone 
who does, please let contact us. We would 
love to have a speaker or speakers to 
accompany the screening. 
 
The last thing I wanted to share is some 
great news - the PHCWI was given 501(c)4 
non-profit status by the IRS earlier this 
month. This status has some great advan-
tages, however, the board is dedicated to 
working towards making the club a 501(c)3 
organization, which would make donations 
to the PHCWI potentially tax de-ductible. 
This goal is well within our reach but effort 
needs to be made to expand the club's 
educational outreach.  So I would like to 
make an appeal to all club members to 
please share any ideas you have regarding 
our current educational programs and those 
you have for future ones. And, as always, if 
you have questions regarding the club's 
non-profit status or anything else, please 
contact us.     
                       John Benninghouse 
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SPEAKER: Maciej Pisarski is the Deputy 
Chief of Mission at the Embassy of the 
Republic of Poland in Washington, DC. 
RESOURCES ON POLISH-US RELATIONS: 
• Polish Perspectives by Dr. Jackson Janes 
• Relations Between Poland and the United  
  States by Maciej Pisarski 
SPONSORS: The European Union Center of  
   Excellence (EUCE), the Center for Russia,  
   East Europe, and Central Asia (CREECA) 
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Dec 2 PHCWI Breakfast Friends 9 am  
1st Fri of the month please join us at                            
Monona Garden Restaurant  6501 Bridge Rd. 
Barb/Mike Lomperski  (608) 238-9189 
 
You are invited: 
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POLISH FILM FESTIVAL – SEE INSIDE



Polish Related Events    Madison & Area : 
 
UW-Madison Polish Polish Students "Polski Stó
"  Elliot Bartz (650) 714 – 9890   https://win.wisc.edu/organization/psa 
Dec 1 Thur 4:30 pm “The Polish EU Presidency” Maciej Pisarsk  CREECA sponsored  Pyle Center 702 Langdon St.  
Dec 3 & 4  10 – 2  A PHCWI CHRISTMAS, PRE-INVENTORY POLISH POTTERY SALE Rm 116, 1320 Mendota St 
Dec 4   Sun  POLISH FILM FESTIVAL  10am 1920, World’s Most Important Battle POINT CINEMA: 7825 Big Sky  
Dec 10  Sat    POLISH FILM FESTIVAL  3pm Wonderful summer MARQUEE THEATER: Union South: 1308 W Dayton  
Dec 10 Sat  PHCWI Wigilia at Zor Shrine Temple  575 Zor Shrine Place.   RESERVATIONS REQUIRED         
Dec 11 Sun  POLISH FILM FESTIVAL  7pm Winner MARQUEE THEATER: Union South: 1308 W Dayton St.  
Jan 11  Wed  7 pm PHCWI Book Group 1944 Warsaw Rising at Kasia’s 836-8632  3209 Highland Ct. Middleton 
Jan 21  Sat  7 pm Tony & Janina's American Wedding  Capital Lakes Retirement 333 W. Main St. 
Jan 29  Sun   PHCWI Annual Meeting and Elections  WI Community Bank  8240 Mineral Pt. Rd 
Feb 16 Thur  4pm  "…. Polish Writers' Diaries from Occupied Warsaw 1939-1945"  206 Ingraham Hall 
Mar 7-28 W   7:30-8:30 pm  The other Europe: sorting out the Slavic dimensions  UW- Continuing Studies 702 Langdon  
July 13-21  Madison’s Burkhalter Tours The Jewels of Poland  (800) 556-9286e  
July 22 Sun  PHCWI Annual Picnic Elver Park 
Chicago:   
Dec 4   Celebrate! Polish Carols, Song and Dance Lira Singers, Dancers,  
Dec 4   author Lisa Pearl Rosenbaum A Day of Small Beginnings  
Jan 5-8 Polish American Historical Association Annual Meeting 
 
Milwaukee: 
Jan 14   POLAND UNDER GLASS AT THE DOMES  524 S. Layton Blvd. 
Mar 25 POLANKI’S Pierogi Fest at the Polish Center of Wisconsin 
Polish Center of WI  6941 S 68th St   Franklin, WI    Tel: (414)529-2140     
Dec 4    Polish Holiday Bazaar 10 – 2 & Champagne Brunch 10 – 1:30      
 
Minnesota: 
Dec 4-17 St. Paul State Capitol Exhibition  “The Phenomenon of Solidarity: Pictures from the History of Poland, 1980–81 
 
From the Polish-American Journal + www.polishsite - A website about Polish Culture   
DECEMBER  Grudzie�  - gruda - hardened ground which is caused by cold weather 

 
 
 

      
 
       Pope Sylvester I  
     turning a dragon out of the Roman Forum  
     and reviving its victims.   
     AUTHOR: Maso di Banco 

 
FROM WIKIPEDIA  –  photo in the public domain      

 
 

from www.123newyear.com 
The time in and around New Year is excitedly awaited by everyone in the Poland. New Year’s Day, out of its traditional 
relevance, is also called as St. Sylvester’s Eve. According to legends, it is associated with Pope Sylvester I, who sup-
posedly caught a dragon named Leviathan. On the first date of the year of 1000, the dragon was able to get himself 
liberated from Pope Sylvester’s regime, and went on to demolish land, people, as well as set fire to the heavens. How-
ever, the dragon was later caught again, and world still survived itself on the New Year’s Day. In the commemoration of 
the same, people started celebrating and rejoicing the New Year’s Day as St. Sylvester’s Day.  …the core of New Year 
celebrations in Poland quotes that no one should be lonely for the day. It is not necessary the way they celebrate it, but 
the important thing is that one has to feel good and be optimistic. There is also a tradition of wishing at least one person 
good by saying, “do siego roku”, which refers to “I wish you well”. 

    Happy New Year!   Szcz�� liwego Nowego Roku             shchen-shlee-VEH-goh noh-VEH-goh ROH-koo  



*If you did not receive a Nov 14 email about these films, you are welcome to send your email to info@phcwi-madison.org 
so we can contact you in the future about events.  Also watch our website http://www.phcwi-madison.org   
For more information, contact Sebastian Jankowski, UW-Madison’s Polish Students Association sjankowski2@wisc.edu   
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2011 POLISH HERITAGE CLUB  BAZAAR 
 

 

 
 

by Barbara Lomperski 
 
 

 
A dedicated and talented group of volunteers once again 
created a successful and beautiful Polish Christmas 
Bazaar.  Thank you to all who participated.  Each and 
every job is as integral as the next in making the Polish 
Christmas Bazaar happen.  Your contribution is valued 
and appreciated.  
 
Photographers  Don Wesolowski & Janice Czyscon 
Media Advertisement   Janice Czyscon 
Poster Design/Printing  Marcia Flannery 
Poster Distribution  Butch Luick, Mary Schumacher, 
Patricia Brinkman, Rose Meinholz, John Zwadzich,  
Norm Revolinski, Linda Cagle, Barbara Lomperski  
Buyers  Marie Revolinski, Jane Dunn, Marcia Flannery 
 
Road Sign Posting  Skip Benninghouse, Janice Czyscon 
Transporters  Butch Luick, Tomasz Borowiecki, Mary 
Schumacher, John Zwadzick, Janice Czyscon, Skip 
Benninghouse, Gloria Welniak, Pita Fatupaito, 
Sue Fatupaito, Jackie Fatupaito, Farah Fatupaito 
Display Set Up  All PHC WI Volunteers present 
 

 

Electricians  Norm Revolinski & Gloria Welniak 
Milwaukee Bakery Trip  Stan & Doris Graiewski, Mike & 
Barbara Lomperski 
Greeters  Phyllis & Bob Podgorski, Butch Luick,  
Mike Lomperski, Norm Revolinski  
 

 

Information/Raffle  Carol Janecek, Mary  Fayyaz, 
                                      Tom Serocki         
The raffle items were won by: 
Norm Revolinski -Vodka donated by Dora & Butch Luick 
Daryl Krueger  -  Table topper donated  by Gloria Weiniak  
                             and the Polish Pottery 
Donna Sleffens  - Polish Vase and CD 
Patricia Stone  -   Polish Flag beach towel 
Carol Janecek   -  Wooden Plates donated Jan/&Judy Rapacz                  
Deb Becker       -   Polish made toys 
Mary Fayyaz did a superb job in organizing the display 
table and selecting the raffle items.   Thank you Mary! 
 

 

Cashiers/Credit Card   
Mary Schumacher,  
Deb Ankowicz, Linda Cagle,  
Phyllis Noble, Kay Cipperly, 
Shirley Sperle, Jo Coughlin,  
Jackie Fatupaito,  
Farah Fatupaito, Sue Fatupaito  
 
Sales and Wrapping 
Station   
Sally Quisling,  
Marcia Flannery,  
Diane Turner,  
Patricia Brinkman,  
Gloria Weiniak,  
Anna Peczerski,  
Mary Schumacher      
                    
Amber  Marie Revolinski,  
Jo Coughlin, Sue Fatupaito 



 
 
 
 
 
Polish Bakery   
Ronnie Guski,  
Mary Ann Reale, 
Jane Dunn,  
Maxine Cutta,  
Karen Backus 
 
 
 
 
 
Book Nook  Irene Swiggum, Kasia Krzyzostaniak,  
Janice Czyscon, Marge Morgan 

 
 
 
Genealogy/ Poland  Walter Chmielewski, Joanna Pasowicz, 
Rose Meinholz, Doris & Stan Graiewski 

 
 
Concertina Demonstration & Stories  Walter Wartolec 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artisans   
Basia Pulz,  
Andrea Rolich, 
Emma Czarapata 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Muscians  
Tom 
Wosikowski 
and Pat Stone 
 

Oplatek  Julie Brania   
Szopka  Jerzy Brania   
 
Thanks to our committee 
members who started meeting in 
August and continued each 
month leading up to the day of 
the bazaar with superb guidance 
from Marie Revolinski who 
started the bazaar in 2007.   
 
The committee members are: Andrea Rolich, Marcia 
Flannery, Patricia Brinkman, Mary Fayyaz, Linda 
Cagle, Butch Luick, Barbara Lomperski.  
  

             Weso
ych � wi � t      Bo � ego Narodzenia 
Wesolych Swiat = "Happy Holiday" 

vess - OH – wik       shvyont 
Bozego Narodzenia = “of the nativity of God" 

boh - ZHE – go       nar - od - ZEN – yah 
 



         CLUB AND MEMBER NEWS 
 
SUNSHINE CORNER!  S
oneczny K � cik  
Sto lat!  12/8 Marian Krzyzostaniak  

12/13 Art & Raina Haralampopoulos 1st Anniversary 
12/15 Jane Dunn/Jean Wroblewski 12/18 Pam Pasowicz 
12/24 Lori Chalecki                12/30 Sharon Pasowicz  
 
 
Jan 11 Book Group 7 pm Warsaw 1944 
Kasia Krzyzostaniak is hostess 3209 Highland Ct, 
Middleton (608) 836-8632 for a discussion about the  
1944 Warsaw Uprising from a variety of sources. 

see WARSAW RISING  http://www.warsawuprising.com/. 
Our South Central Library System has these books….. 
Bialoszewski, Miron -A memoir of the Warsaw Uprising    
Ciechanowski, Jan - The Warsaw Rising of 1944  
Davies, Norman - Rising '44 : the battle for Warsaw 
Jacobson, Douglas - The Katyn Order : a novel  (2011) 
Zawodny, J. K. -  Nothing but honour (1978) 
 
The Nov Book Group was postponed so members could 
attend UW-Milwaukee’s panel discussion “The Katyn 
Forest Massacre: The Crime, the Coverup, the 
Historical Legacy,” by those pictured L to R: 
Douglas W. Jacobson, author of The Katyn Order,  
Donald Pienkos, Professor Emeritus, Political Science.  
Michael Mikos, UWM Foreign Languages/Literature 
and Neal Pease, Professor, UWM Dept. of  History. 

Despite the weather, over a hundred people attended. 
They viewed the exhibit “Katyn: Massacre, Politics, 
Morality…the execution of 21,857 Polish troops and 
civilians in the Katyn Forest by the Soviet KGB during 
World War II, and the decades-long suppression of the 
truth about the atrocity.  Created by Poland's Council for 
the Protection of the Memory of Struggle and Martyr-
dom, the exhibit debuted last May in the Rotunda of the 
Russell Senate Office Building in Washington D.C. and 
traveled to the Hoover Institute at Stanford University 
and the Buffalo NY Public Library.” (Nov 7-27  UWM) 
 
Sept 2012 Poland Trip   …       Butch Luick   
and committee are working on a club trip to Poland.   
For preliminary plans contact Butch at: (608) 244-4388  
��������	
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Please save these dates………… 
 
PHCWI organized  
Jan 21 at 7 pm   
Tony and Janina's  
American Wedding  
Capitol Lakes  
333 W. Main St.   
http://tonyandjanina.com 
 
Jan 29  ANNUAL MEETING & ELECTIONS  
WI Community Bank 8240 Mineral Pt. Rd 
The Nominating Committee: 
Mary Schumacher, Doris Graiewski & John Zwadzach - 
announces the following nominees: 
Stan Graiewski - VP, President-Elect 
Pat Brinkman - Secretary 
Irene Swiggum - Director 
Tomasz Borowiecki – Director. 
Candidate stories will be in the January newsletter. 
 

Joanna’s Genealogy  by Joanna Pasowicz 
     At our Bazaar the question most asked was, "How do 
we start on our genealogy?" The answer is to start with 
your parents.  Use separate sheets for each of them and 
their subsequent lines. First ask the names of their 
parents and then their brothers and sisters, along with 
their birthdates and marriage dates. 
     If the grandparents are alive, ask them the same 
questions, and the names of their brothers & sisters.   
Also ask where they were born.  If in a foreign country, 
when did they come to this country?  Was there a reason 
for the immigration?  Do the same for all the Aunts and 
Uncles.  Try to interview as many as you can.   You can 
use a tape recorder or a video camera to help. Then start 
looking for old photos, i.e. weddings, reunions, other 
family get togethers.       
If you have any questions, contact me at japaso@tds.net 
or (608) 848-4892.  I will answer them in the next news-
letter. If you need immediate answers, just let me know.  
 
 Wheelchairs for Krakow University Hospital     
Judith Rapacz is still collecting $$ for 2 wheelchairs she 
and Jan plan to deliver to Karkow’s University Hospital. 
From her Oct. newsletter story: 
“The Traumatology unit had 6 rooms with a total of 30 
beds. There were mainly emergency cases, such as 
broken arms, legs etc.  There were only 2 wheelchairs 
for the 30 patients, so those that could manage to go to 
the bathroom always had to wait until a nurse could 
retrieve one of the chairs.  Therefore my mission is to 
collect funds to purchase 2-3 wheel chairs at the cost of 
Z� 800, equal to about  US $ 300.  The chairs are pro- 
duced in Belgium, but assembled in Poland so this will 
also support the Polish economy.  If you care to con- 
tribute you may send a check to me at 5701 Tolman 
Terrace, Madison, WI 53711 – every dollar counts.” 



FUTURE EVENTS 
 
 

"How do you know who you are if you don't     
          know where your family came from?"  

 
   Dec 4  Chicago  - MEET THE AUTHOR 

   A Day of Small Beginnings :  
 A Novel by Lisa Pearl Rosenbaum 
2 pm Spertus Museum – 610 S. Michigan Ave, Chicago 
7 pm Public Library - 1242 Wilmette Ave.  Wilmette, IL 
 “Poland, 1906: on a cold spring night, in the small Jew-
ish cemetery of Zokof, Friedl Alterman is wakened from 
death….Years later, after Itzik himself has gone to his 
grave, his son Nathan knows nothing of his bitter father's 
childhood. When Nathan begrudgingly goes to Poland 
on business, he decides on a whim to visit his ancestral 
town…… …" - BOOK JACKET.        “I had the opportunity 
to travel to Poland with my in-laws and visited their home 
town of Zwolen [E.central Poland, east of Radom]  
There, I began to see the shape of a novel …”  
 
 

Mar 7-28�����Continuing Studies 
      UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-MADISON 
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Madison’s Burkhalter Travel     Tour # H2322 
July 13-21, 2012   Jewels of Poland  
panoramic tour including: 
Warsaw, Gdansk, Poznan, Krakow, more! 
• Round-trip Chicago air, transfers, and taxes 
• Daily breakfast and 4 dinners  • 7 nights first-class or better  
• Headsets available throughout the tour 
• 7 Cities with Local Guides  • Professional Tour Director 
• Luxury motorcoach transportation  • Baggage handling for     
  one bag  • Burkhalter Tours Host (with 20 travelers) 
http://www.burkhaltertravel.com/  
608/833-1525 or 800/556-9286 Ext 260 or 261 
6501 Mineral Point Rd, Madison, WI 53705 

2011 Year of Marie Sk
odowska-Curie 
 

 
 
 
 

Marie Sklodowska 1883 
age 16  

 
(scanned from Helena 
Sk
odowska-Szalay:  

Ze wspomnie� ...  
Nasza Ksi� garnia,  

Warsaw, Poland, 1958) 
 
 

 
Warsaw Sept 26 – 27  “The Symposium “SCIENCE – 
Passion, Mission, Responsibilities,” organized within the 
Polish Presidency of the EU Council, gathered about 350 
participants, including 280 Marie Curie fellows from 47 
countries… They met to discuss the following themes:  
• How to stimulate passion for science /scientific career?  
• What should be the mission of research?  
• What are the responsibilities of researchers?” 
 
 
Oct 12 The National Book Award Foundation named 

Lauren Redniss a finalist in the nonfiction 
category for Radioactive: Marie & Pierre 
Curie, A Tale of Love and Fallout  
 “[A] sumptuously illustrated visual 
biography….Radioactive is an incisive 
look at science’s greatest partnership.”                 

                  - Vogue  
 

Nov 1 Los Angeles, CA Radiance: The Passion of 
Marie Curie opened at the Geffen Playhouse.  Listen to 
the playwright Alan Alda on the Geffen’s website. 
 

Nov 7 Google 
celebrated Marie 
Curie's 144th birthday 
with a pastel-colored 
"Doodle" on  
its homepage . 
 
 

 
 
" I am among those who think that science has great 
beauty. A scientist in his laboratory is not only a 
technician: he is also a child placed before natural 
phenomena which impress him like a fairy tale."  
                                                                                           
                  Maria Sk
odowska-Curie 



Monday, September 26th, 2011 

 
 
 

 
OUR WISCONSIN PAC SUPPORTS THE 
RESTORATION OF THE KOSCIUSZKO MONUMENT 
Milwaukee’s beautiful and historic monument honoring 
the great American and Polish patriot, General Thad-
deus Kosciuszko, is sadly in need of restoration. Our 
Wisconsin PAC State Division and its members have 
already contributed to this wonderful cause. We strongly 
encourage everyone who visits our website to consider 
doing the same! An outstanding committee of community 
activists is hard at work directing the fund drive. This Ko-
sciuszko Monument Restoration Committee has created 
an excellent and informative website of its own. It tells 
about everything one needs to know about this effort.                      
Let’s all work together to preserve this beautiful treasure 
for generations to come! http://www.rkmmilwaukee.org/ 
 
Polish American Congress Wisconsin Division  
3167 S.Herman St.Milwaukee, WI 53207 
http://pacwisconsin.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 
The Polish Heritage Club of WI, Inc., 
Madison Group    PO Box 45438  
Madison, WI  53744-5438 
  2011 PHCWI MEMBERSHIP –for yourself &/or as a gift membership  

 
Name_________________________________________ 
Address_______________________________________
City/State_____________________Zip______________ 
Phone________________________________________
Email_________________________________________ 
PLEASE EMAIL MY 10/Year NEWSLETTER __________ 
Membership is from Jan 1 to Dec 31. 
Membership for:   SELF__     GIFT__                     
INDIVIDUAL $10__     FAMILY $20__  
SCHOLARSHIP __   NEW__        RENEWAL__ 
Checks payable to: Polish Heritage Club of WI-Madison  
 
I’m interested in: _______________________________ 
Book Group__Crafts__Displays__Events____________ 
Genealogy__Newsletter__Publicity__School Displays__  
·  __My name/address/phone # may be in the  Member-
ship Directory  
·  __Please do not include me in the Directory.  Board  
 members may contact me for official business  
If you like, please share your:      
·  Birthday(s)/Anniversary________________________    
·  Where your family lived in Poland ________________                           

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                            
 
 

                                                                                           
If your mailing label does not say 2011, your dues  
are due.  Thank you for renewing!       Dzi� kuj �  


